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Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, Toby Rosenblatt 
is a remarkable individual we are fortunate to 
have in our San Francisco midst. He has ac-
complished extraordinary feats in various roles 
and over many years of public service to the 
community. 

Toby was honored today by Secretary of In-
terior Bruce Babbitt for his outstanding work to 
preserve the scenic and recreational lands of 
our Golden Gate National Parks in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. He has made an im-
mense and indelible contribution to our natural 
landscape. The San Francisco community 
joins the Department of Interior in congratu-
lating Toby on this special recognition to a 
most deserving individual. 

One of the highlights of this lifetime of ac-
complishment is Toby’s leadership to return 
Crissy Field, a former World War II airstrip, to 
historic wetlands along the Presidio’s window 
to the Bay. This is a phenomenal accomplish-
ment—to bring the resources, talent and en-
ergy together in a great success that reverber-
ates for the entire Bay Area Community, as 
well as for all of our national parks. 

As Chairman of the Golden Gate National 
Parks Association (GGNPA), Toby has led the 
successful drive to bring over $50 million in 
private donations to this spectacular project. 
By engaging the public in this effort, Toby had 
sparked a new awareness in the importance 
of our national parks and has led the way in 
forging the most successful public-private part-
nership in the history of the National Park 
Service. As the Secretary’s citation notes: 
Under Toby’s leadership at the GGNPA, ‘‘the 
Parks Association has become a national 
leader of NPS friends groups . . .’’ with con-
tributions totaling over $50 million, ‘‘the largest 
of any individual friends group.’’

In addition to serving as the volunteer Chair-
man of the GGNPA, Toby also wears the hat 
of Chairman of the Presidio Trust. In this ca-
pacity, he has led the Trust in preserving the 
Presidio’s integrity as a national park and in 
meeting the goal set by Congress to reduce 
costs. 

On behalf of our community, I extend my 
congratulations to Toby for this well-deserved 
honor, and also to his wife, Sally, and their 
sons Jamie and Adam. 

Toby has served as the epicenter for many 
great accomplishments at the GGNPA and the 
Presidio and we look forward to his continued 
leadership in our community on behalf of our 
national parks.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on October 4, a 
man of great knowledge, talent and dignity 
passed away. David Meredith Evans was an 

officer in the Foreign Service, serving his 
country in that capacity from 1963 until 1995. 
He was 64 years of age. I came to know him 
during his last assignment before retiring, 
when he served as the Senior Adviser on the 
staff of the Commission on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, better known to us as the 
Helsinki Commission. 

I was Chairman of the Helsinki Commission 
at the time and relied heavily on his expertise 
in the early 1990s, when the former Soviet 
Union and the countries of East-Central Eu-
rope were in a state of transition and, in some 
cases, turmoil. With the Cold War coming to a 
close, it was a challenge for many foreign pol-
icy experts to understand the new world into 
which we were heading. David, however, had 
a keen sense of where things were heading, 
both in terms of the wonderful possibilities and 
of the dangerous obstacles that stood in the 
way. Thanks in large part to him, the Helsinki 
Commission played a prominent role during 
that period: observing the first multi-party elec-
tions countries from the Warsaw Pact held in 
at least four decades; organizing congres-
sional delegations to these countries to learn 
firsthand what was happening; attending meet-
ings of what is now the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe (OCSE) to 
raise concerns about human rights violations 
in particular; and overseeing the drafting of 
Commission reports which helped educate 
policy-makers about what needed to be done. 

David Evans had a strong background in 
Soviet and East European affairs going back 
to his education at Harvard University and his 
tours at the U.S. embassies in Moscow, Bel-
grade and Warsaw. He had focused consider-
ably on economic and trade issues, and he 
understood early on that the entrepreneurial 
spirit and free market, not the collectivism and 
central planning of communism, were what the 
people in these countries needed. He further 
understood that this could not happen without 
the development of democracy, and he be-
came a committed human rights advocate. In-
deed, the Commission’s first encounters with 
David Evans were during OSCE negotiations 
on economic, scientific and environmental 
questions. Rather than pushing generic ‘‘inter-
national cooperation’’ in these areas, he 
pushed for improved human contacts through 
developing the tourist industry; he criticized 
the Soviets for taking action against scientists 
like Andrei Sakharov who expressed inde-
pendent political views; he promoted the right 
of environmental activists in the Soviet Union 
and East-Central Europe to raise their con-
cerns without being punished by the state. 

David also had a particular expertise on 
Yugoslav affairs, and while the violent demise 
of Yugoslavia beginning in 1991 had a strong 
affect on all of us, it brought him a personal 
anguish. He spoke the language fluently, trav-
eled there frequently with the Commission 
staff and worked tirelessly to make us aware 
of what was happening and why. He was in 
Sarajevo in March 1992, when the city was 
first surrounded by Serb militants, and got a 
glimpse of the nightmare that Bosnia and its 
capital would have to endure one month later 
and the more than three years thereafter. 

I worked mostly with David, however, in 
dealing with the break-up of the Soviet Union 
and the emergence of new countries about 

which we knew little. I can remember mostly 
his seriousness of purpose combined with a 
good sense of humor. Among other things, he 
introduced us all to the word ‘‘gefuffle,’’ his de-
scription of a scene of chaotic confrontation 
where people are shouting at each other. And, 
as I said, he was a man of great dignity. He 
was, for example, generally conservative and 
formal in his attire. Still, he would travel to 
some of the muddiest, dustiest, dilapidated 
places in Europe without hesitation in order to 
carry out the Helsinki Commission’s mandate. 

In the five years he was with the Helsinki 
Commission, the staff truly appreciated his 
presence and sense of purpose. They could 
rely on him to provide the direction and judg-
ment needed to carry out their tasks. They 
could also count on his support for their efforts 
to promote human rights when those from 
other branches of government or countries 
sought to minimize human rights in inter-
national relations. Many of the same staff are 
still at the Commission, and kept in touch with 
him in his retirement. Indeed, he continued his 
activism during this period, working to pre-
serve country estates and museums through-
out Russia. 

Along with his wonderful family, friends, fel-
low foreign service officers and Commission 
staff, I will miss David Evans and will always 
remember and value his advise and presence 
while at the Helsinki Commission. He was, Mr. 
Speaker, an American who dedicated his life 
to representing his country and the ideals on 
which it is based, and I am grateful to have 
known him.
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Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of S. 1880. This bill, the ‘‘Health Care 
Fairness Act’’ will improve the health of minor-
ity populations including Hispanics, African 
Americans, Native Americans, Alaska Natives 
and Asian-Americans. I am a cosponsor of 
H.R. 3250, the House companion to S. 1880. 
Mr. Speaker, as you know, minority commu-
nities suffer disproportionately from many 
health problems and have higher mortality 
rates than whites for many treatable health 
conditions. They also continue to suffer from 
inequities in the U.S. health care system. 

The legislation that is on the House floor 
today will increase federal commitment to bio-
medical research on minority health and will 
improve health related data collection on mi-
norities. This legislation will implement dem-
onstration projects that address bias in the 
health care system that adversely impact mi-
nority populations and will establish pilot 
projects in medical schools to reduce racial 
and ethnic health disparities. This bill will also 
make grants available for the development of 
health care education curriculum and for con-
tinuing health education professional develop-
ment. Another important aspect of this bill is 
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